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CopyRIGHT 1924 By 
THE CENTAUR Book SHOP 


THE LIBRARY 
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY: 
PROVO, UTAH 


<0 th at ot an 


eiiis TS NURI BER | OF THE LARGE 

PAPER EDITION LIMITED TO EIGHTY-FIVE 

COPIES SEVENTY-FIVE OF WHICH ARE FOR 
SALE. 


FOREWORD 
By H. L. MEencKEN 


N air of finality always hangs about a bibliography. 
a ee me, the author dealt with, it hangs especially 

about this one, for I have a feeling that most of the 
books listed are of a sort that I shall not write again — 
that whatever I do hereafter, if I do anything at all, will 
differ materially from what has gone before. It is not 
that I have changed my fundamental ideas; it is simply 
that my interests have changed. In other words, it is sim- 
ply that I have passed into the middle forties, and am no 
longer the artless youth that I once was. ‘That youth was 
chiefly interested in the gaudy spectacle of human life in 
this world, i.e., in the superficial effects of ideas. The 
somewhat oxidized fellow who now confronts you Is 
chiefly interested in the immemorial instincts and emotions 
that lie under them. So this is a good time, perhaps, to 
draw a line and take stock. I certainly hope that the 
show is not over, but there is, I suspect, a climax and a 
new beginning. 

As I ponder somewhat gloomily the books here listed 
the thing that most arrests me is the accidental origin and 
character of most of them. Scarcely one of them was 
deliberately planned. My early volume of dreadful verse 
got itself into type simply because two young fellows that 
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I knew were setting up a printing-ofice and wanted a 
manuscript to exercise their art upon. “They came to me 
for suggestions, and I naturally suggested a book of my 
own compositions. “They preferred verse to prose, and 
so verse it was. 

Two years later, when Brentano began printing 
Shaw in America, I was greatly delighted by the format 
he gave to The Quintessence of Ibsenism, and decid- 
ed forthwith to write a book on Shaw himself in the 
same form. But Brentano rejected it, and so it fell into 
the hands of H. S. Schaff, then an active publisher in 
Boston, and he published it. Schaff then suggested a 
similar work on Nietzsche: the result was The Philosophy 
of Friedrich Nietzsche. 

The Artist, first published as a separate book in 1912, 
was written in response to a request for copy from Theo- 
dore Dreiser, then editor of the Bohemian Magazine. 
That was in 1909. A Little Book in GC Major and A 
Book of Burlesques were by-products of my early work for 
the Smart Set. -_Damn and In Defense of Women were 
put together at the suggestion of Philip Goodman, now a 
theatrical producer but in 1918 a beginning publisher. 

The American Language grew out of a satirical article 
on ‘American grammar, written for the Baltimore Evening 
Sun in 1910 or thereabout: it brought in so many letters 
from readers that I was presently engrossed in the sub- 
ject, and began to study the history of the English language 
and to acquire a vast and disorderly stock of other phil- 
ological learning, most of it useless. 

A Book of Prefaces was done for A. A. Knopf, and 


at his request, when he set up business as a publisher. 
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The whole series of Prejudices books was suggested by 
Richard Laukhuff, the Cleveland book seller. He told 
Knopf that he believed that an occasional volume of 
my magazine essays would have a satisfactory sale, and 
Knopf agreed with him. I was full of doubts myself, 
but it turned out that Laukhuff was .right, and the 
Prejudices books are still coming out every two years. 
Men vs. The Man was suggested by my collaborator, La 
Monte, and he arranged for the publication of the book 
by Henry Holt. Europe After 8.15 was suggested and 
managed by Wright. The American Credo was Na- 
than’s idea, not mine; I did only the preface. The Play- 
er’s Ibsen and The Gist of Nietzsche were suggested by 
Schaff, and the Free Lance Series by Knopf. 
Heliogabalus, 1 believe, is the only book I ever wrote 
deliberately, and of that I wrote only part. One after- 
noon Nathan and I were sitting in his apartment at the 
Royalton, in Forty-Fourth Street, New York, and fell 
into a discussion of playwriting. We came to the con- 
clusion that writing a play was a much smaller job than 
writing a book, and decided to write one to prove it. I 
contended that a so-called plot was unnecessary; that all 
that was needed was an amusing character. “Very well,” 
said Nathan, “but where is your character?” I had just 
been re-reading Edgar Saltus’ Imperial Purple, and Helio- 
gabalus came to mind. We then went to Rogers’, in 
Sixth Avenue, for dinner. By the time we got it down 
Heliogabalus was planned, and six weeks later it was 
finished. I still believe somehow that, as plays go, it is 
not a bad one. Writing it turned out to be absurdly 
easy — in fact, a sort of holiday from criticism. I ceased 
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to respect dramatists from that time. Their work, I am 
convinced, is child’s play. 

But the several books I now have in mind, to be done, 
God willing, during the next five or six years, will not be 
child’s play, at all events to me. ‘They have been rolling 
around in my mind for a long while, and they will harass 
me painfully until I get them on paper. One will be — 
but this is not an advance notice. I bespeak the prayers 


of the faithful. 


Baltimore, 
May 20, 1924 


INDUCTION 
ENRY LOUIS MENCKEN’S first writing to 


appear in print was a poem sent to the Baltimore 

American in 1896. He joined the staff of the old 
Baltimore Morning Herald in February, 1899. In 1900 
he wrote a weekly column called “Knocks and. Jollies,” 
and, a year or so later in the same paper, a series of 
burlesques called ‘Untold Tales,” perhaps thirty-five in 
all. In 1903, at the age of twenty-three, he became city 
editor, and two years later managing editor of the Herald, 
at that time being the youngest managing editor of a big 
city daily in the United States. He was editor-in-chief in 
1906, when the Herald suspended; and after a month as 
news editor of the Baltimore Evening News he became 
Sunday editor of the Baltimore Sun, and subsequently an 
editorial writer for that paper. In 1908, when the 
Evening Sun was started, he joined: its staff as an editor 
without special duties, contributing a signed daily column 
on the editorial page for a year or more. In 1911 he 
began his ‘Free Lance” column, which ran until his resig- 
nation in 1916. ‘Thereafter, until the end of the year, 
he contributed three signed articles a week to the editor- 
ial page. 

Late in 1916 he went to Europe as war-correspondent 
for the Baltimore Sun and associated papers, and was with 
the German Eastern (Einhorn’s) Army on the Northern 
Russian front. ‘The United States entering the war, he 
returned to this country in 1917, and contributed three 


8 THE CENTAUR BIBLIOGRAPHIES 


signed articles a week to the New York Evening Mail; 
but this work ceased when the government suppressed 
that paper. He resumed his connection in 1919 with the 
Baltimore Evening Sun, to which he has since contributed 
weekly a signed article on the editorial page. 

At various times he has written for the following pa- 
pers, among others: New York Sun, World, Evening 
Post, and Press, Chicago Tribune, Hongkong Press, Kobe 
Chronicle, London Express, Colombo Observer; and 
through the medium of syndicates his articles have ap- 
peared in practically all the newspapers of the United 
States. As may be seen by the list printed elsewhere in 
this bibliography, he has in the meantime contributed 
verse, book reviews, dramatic criticism, short stories, es- 
says, etc., to many periodicals, which through translation 
into foreign languages have given him a truly world-wide 
reputation. 

He began writing a monthly literary article for the 
Smart Set in November, 1908. In 1914 he and George 
Jean Nathan took over the editorship of that magazine, 
and, with two associates, became its owners. In addition 
to his share in “‘Répétition Générale” and in the “Owen 
Hatteras” contributions, much of his writing appeared in 
the Smart Set under pseudonyms. He also wrote many 
unsigned editorials for the Baltimore Evening Herald, 
Evening Sun, Sun, and Evening News, between 1904 and 
1911 — “perhaps five thousand,” he says. Again he says, 
“T figure that I have written and printed, in all, about 
7,500,000 words.” E 

Nathan and Mencken sold their stock in the Smart Set 
Company in October, 1923, and retired from the editor- 
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ship with the number for December. ‘They are now the 
editors of The American Mercury, the first number ap- 
pearing in January, 1924. ‘They are stock-holders in the 
company — The American Mercury, Inc. — which is 
quite distinct from A. A. Knopf, Inc., although Knopf is 
also a stock-holder and the magazine is “published by 
Alfred A. Knopf.” 

H. L. Mencken’s first book, a collection of verses, was 
published in 1903; his first work in prose to appear be- 
tween permanent covers came two years later. In addi- 
tion to the thirteen books he has written up to the present 
time, he has collaborated in the writing of five, contribut- 
ed to twenty-two, and edited ten. 

Add, that he was born September 12, 1880, in Balti- 
more; that on his father’s side he inherits Frisian, Danish, 
Saxon, Polish, Scotch, Irish, and English blood; that on 
his mother’s side he is lowland Bavarian and Hessian; that 
his name is Frisian; that he attended Knapp’s Institute in 
Baltimore and was graduated from the Baltimore Poly- 
technic at the early age of sixteen; that he is unmarried 
and lives with his mother and sister in Baltimore: and you 
have a fairly complete biographical outline. 


* *« * 


Some months ago The Biblio, having kept a faithful 
record of the first editions of American and British au- 
thors in demand during the preceding two years, as com- 
piled from the want advertisements in the various trade 
journals, announced that the leading ten were as follows: 
Cabell, 347; Melville, 305; Clemens, 266; Mencken, 
234; Dreiser, 204; Roosevelt, 195; Saltus, 188; James, 
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187; Hergesheimer, 156; Hearn, 153. It stated that 
Cabell, Clemens, Roosevelt, Mencken, and Dreiser had 
been the five leaders of the past year; that, of the preced- 
ing year, Melville, Cabell, Clemens, Mencken, and Sal- 
tus had been the leaders; and that in two years Mencken’s 
popularity with collectors had doubled. 

This listing may be taken or not by those who wish to 
know the reason for the publication of the present book. 
And to the two questions, as old as bibliomania, — ‘Do 
book collectors read their books?” and ‘“‘Why do you col- 
lect these books ??’ — the Mencken collector’s answer must 
serve: “I think H. L. Mencken is the most interesting 
living literary American.” . 

Meredith Janvier, the Baltimore bibliognost, who was 
the first bibliopole to catalogue Mencken items, says that 
in his experience the rarities are as follows: first, obvious- 
ly, Ventures into Verse, which is actually as scarce as a 
Gutenberg Bible; then the Shaw book; Pistols for Two; 
the Nietzsche book; Damn; In Defense of Women; A 
Little Book in CG Major; the Preface; The Artist; the 
Burlesques. ‘The Mencken books published since the war 
are not so difficult to lay hands on, The American Lan- 
guage excepted. 

es * & 


In this bibliography I have aimed to supply collations 
of first editions of Mencken’s own books, check-lists of 
books to which he has contributed or which he has edited, 
check-lists of pamphlet publications and of foreign editions, 
and notes on later editions of his own books. 
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As for an index of his contributions to periodicals, I 
take it that such a compilation would hardly be of suffi- 
cient use to warrant the labor involved; for the most 
acquisitive collector, in view of the ephemeral nature of 
much of even the best critical writing, would be humane 
enough to refrain from driving his hobby to death. But 
there is the enthusiast who is primarily a student, and for 
his benefit there is added a summary of the periodical 
contributions, — a master-key without a house plan for 
the use of anyone who has patience enough to open all 
the doors in that alhambra. 

And now, for the benefit of those who like a piece of 
cheese with their pie, a partial list is given of authors to. 
whom H. L. Mencken has been likened by critics and 
reviewers in their endeavor to place him in the customary 
pigeon-hole, to wit, Baroja, Bierce, Brann, Greeley, Haz- 
litt, Henley, Hubbard, Huneker, Huxley, Machiavelli, 
Nietzsche, Papini, Poe, Rabelais, Roosevelt, Schopen- 
hauer, Shaw, Sunday, Voltaire. 

The frontispiece is a reproduction of an original stencil 
sketch by McKee Barclay, who has known the subject 
for so many years that the caricature is believed to be a 
better likeness than most photographs. ‘The excuse for 
representing Mr. Mencken as looking away from, instead 
of into, the bibliography may be found by the curious in 
the warning of “‘a second manner,” given in his Foreword. 

The publishers’ device used on the title-page and fly- 
title, — a composite portrait of the Centaurs, Harold T. 
Mason and David Jester, Jr.,— was astutely dedicated 
to this volume by the artist, Wharton S. Esherick. The 
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bookplate, which legends itself, was drawn by James 
Doyle; it was suggested by a German woodcut picked 
up somewhere by chance. 

The bibliographer pleads guilty to having imposed upon 
the good nature of many authorities (of Mr. Mencken 
especially), and wishes he could do something more hand- 
some than stand, as he does, agape at the hospitality with 
which his inquiries were entertained. All he can do is to 
ask them to look upon this book as an agape to which they 
are cordially invited. 

— CARROLL FREY 
Philadelphia, 
June 1, 1924 


THE BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Dentures zvto Perse 


[Being Various BALLADS, BALLADES, RONDEAUX, 
TrioLets, SONGs, QuaTrains, Opzs and 
RounpDELs © All rescued. from the 
Potters’ FigtD of Old Files and here 
Given Decent BuriaL @ [Peace to Their Ashes] 


BY | 
(Henry Louis Mencken 


WITH.ILLUSTRATIONS & OTHER THINGS 
‘By CHARLES S. GORDON & JOHN SIEGEL 


Pye 
SHAY 4 
CS eel PR 
hay € = ny 1% 


MARSHALL, BEEK & GORDON :: NEW]| 

YORK :: LONDON :: TORONTO :: SYDNEY 

BALTIMORE w First (and Last) EDITION 
MCMIII 


THE MENCKEN BOOKS 


(1) 
VENTURES INTO VERSE 


| 1903 

VENTURES INTO VERSE / [parallel rule] / Being Various 
Ballads, Ballades, Rondeaux, / Triolets, Songs, Quatrains, 
Odes and / Roundels [an acorn] All rescued from the / 
Potters’ Field of Old Files and here / Given Decent 
Burial [an acorn] [Peace to Their Ashes] / By / Henry 
Louis Mencken / With Illustrations & Other Things / 
By Charles S. Gordon & John Siegel / [parallel rule] / 
[ publisher’s device] / [parallel rule| / Marshall, Beek & 
Gordon :: New / York :: London :: Toronto :: Sydney 
/ Baltimore [an acorn] First (and Last) Edition / 
MCMIII 


COLLATION :— pp. (iv) + 46374 X 5. Pp. (i, ii, ili, 
iv): two blank leaves. P. (1): title-page as above, 
within box of parallel rules; Ventures and Verse in 
Old English text, into in Caslon italic; all rules in 
green, the remainder in black. P. (2): [a rule] / 
Copyright, 1903, by Henry L. Mencken P. (3): 
Warning, i.e., acknowledgments to newspapers and 
magazines. P. (4): Preliminary Rebuke, a quatrain. 
Pp. 5 to 46: the text. P. (47): printers’ imprint. 
Followed by 5 pp. blank. Pp. (21, 35, 39): Half- 
titles, with green decorations, conventionalized. Black 
ilustrations.on. pp. 7,: 10, .13,,.17; 20, 27,.31, 42, 46. 
On pages carrying text, green double rules above run- 
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ning heads, and green single rules under running heads 
and at bottom. No end papers. All edges cut. 


Issued in stiff paper, dark brown, with white paper label 
on front cover. Lettering on label, in red: Ventures Into 
/ Verse / By / [ornament] / Henry Louis Mencken 
within heavy rule box. The paper of the binding is 
doubled, and uncut. The sewing is with coarse twine. 


Back cover blank. 


ConTENTS : — To R.K., The Song of the Olden Time, 
The Spanish Main, The Transport Gen’ral Ferguson, 
A War Song, Faith, The Ballad of Ships in Harbor, 
The Orf’cer Boy, The Filipino Maiden, The Violet, 
The Tin-Clads, September, Arabesque, A Ballade of 
Protest, A Frivolous Rondeau, ‘The Rhymes of Mis- 
tress Dorothy, A Few Lines, A Rondeau of Two 
Hours, An Ante-Christmas Rondeau, Roundel, In 
Vaudeville, ‘The Rondeau of Riches, In Eating Soup, 
Love and the Rose, A Rondeau of Statesmanship, Songs 
of the City, A Madrigal, A Ballad of Looking, When 
the Pipe Goes Out, A Paradox, The Song of the Slap- 


stick, Il Penseroso, Finis. 


One hundred copies of this book were printed. Of these, 
fifteen were bound in plain binder’s boards, with red 
cloth backs, and a white label identical with that described 
above. In both bindings the covers were trimmed a trifle © 
larger than the sheets. Out of print. 

This item is the rarest of modern American first editions. - 
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(2) 
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW HIS PLAYS 


1905 
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW / His Piays / By / Henry L. 
Mencken / [device] / Boston and London / John W. 
Luce & Co. / 1905 | 


CoLLATION : — Pp. xx + 107, 74 X 5. Pp. (i, ii): a 
blank leaf. P. (iii): title-page, as above, within rule 
border; with George Bernard Shaw / His Plays in red 
Old English text, and the device in red; the remainder 
in black. P. (iv): Copyright, 1905, by / John W, 
Luce § Company / Boston, Mass., U.S.A. / The 
Plimpton Press Norwood Mass. U.S.A. Pp. (v, vi): 
table of Contents; verso blank. Pp. vii, (viii) : Preface. 

— Pp. (ix) to xxix: By Way of Introduction. P. (xxx): 
blank. Pp. (1) to 107: the text. P. (108): blank. 
White end papers. ‘The top edge cut; the other edges 
uncut. 


Issued in dark blue cloth, with white paper labels. Let- 
tered in black on the front cover label: George Bernard 
Shaw / His Plays / [a daisy] / By Henry L. Mencken 
with red parallel-rule border. Lettered in black on the 
backbone label: [red parallel-rule] / George / Bernard / 
Shaw / His Plays / [red parallel-rule] / By / Henry L. 
/ Mencken / [red parallel-rule]. The back cover blank. 


CoNnTENTS : — Preface, By Way of Introduction, The 
Shaw Plays: (Mrs. Warren’s Profession, Arms and 
the Man, The Devil’s Disciple, Widowers’ Houses, 
The Philanderer, Captain Brassbound’s Conversion, 
Caesar and Cleopatra, A Man of Destiny, The Admir- 
able Bashville, Candida, How He Lied to Her Hus- 
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band, You Never Can Tell, Man and Superman, John 
Bull’s Other Island, Major Barbara), The Novels and 
Other Writings: (The Irrational Knot, Love Among 
the Artists, Cashel Byron’s Profession, An Unsocial 
Socialist, On Going to Church, The Quintessence of 
Ibsenism, etc.), Biographical and Statistical, Shake- 
speare and Shaw. 


This was the first book published on Shaw. ‘The table of 
contents lists “Major Barbara,” but the last play actually 
dealt with is “John Bull’s Other Island.” The book is 


out of print. 


(3) 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF FRIEDRICH 
NIETZSCHE 

1908 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF / FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE / By 
Henry L. Mencken / [four-line quotation from Schopen- 
hauer| / [publisher’s device] / Boston / Luce and Com- 
pany / MCMVIII 


COLLATION : — Pp. xiii + 325, 8 & 538. Pp. (i, ii): a 
blank leaf. Pp. (iii, iv) tipped in: frontispiece in pho- 
togravure, with legend Art Repro. Co., / Friedrich 
Nietzsche / From an Etching by Hans Olde; recto 
blank. P. (v): title-page, as above. P. (vi): Copy- 
right, 19008 / By Henry L. Mencken / Colonial Press 
/ Electrotyped and Printed by C. H. Simonds & Co. / 
Boston, U.S.A. Pp. vii to xii: Introduction. Pp. 
xiii, (xiv): table of Contents; verso blank. Pp. 3 to 
325: the text. Pp. (1, 61, 253) are divisional half- 
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titles, each with blank verso. ‘Three blank pages at the 
back. The end papers match the sheets. All edges 
uncut. 


Issued in maroon cloth, with gilt stamping. Lettering 
on the front cover: at top, [a rule] / Friedrich Nietzsche 
/ [a rule]; at bottom, [a rule] / Henry L. Mencken / 
[a rule]. Lettering on the backbone: [a rule] / The / 
Philosophy / of Nietzsche / [a rule] / Mencken / Luce 
€¥ Company. ‘The back cover blank. 


CoNTENTS: — Introduction. I. Nietzsche the Man: 
Boyhood and Youth, The Beginnings of the Philos- 
opher, Blazing a New Path, The Prophet of the Su- 
perman, The Philosopher and the Man. II. Nietzsche 
the Philosopher: Dionysis vs. Apollo, The Origin of 
Morality, Beyond Good and Evil, The Superman, 
Eternal Recurrence, Christianity, Truth, Civilization, 
Women and Marriage, Government, Crime and Pun- 
ishment, Education, Sundry Ideas, Nietzsche vs. Wag- 
ner. III. Nietzsche the Prophet: Nietzsche’s Origins, 
Nietzsche as a Teacher, Nietzsche and His Critics. 
IV. Books and Articles About Nietzsche. 


Note the difference between titles on title-page and 
cover ; the former, of course, is the correct one. “The book 
was reprinted in 1908, with the correction on the back- 
bone, by which the second binding may be recognized. 
In the same year it was published in England from the 
American plates, but with “Books and Articles About 
Nietzsche” omitted, though not deleted from the table of 
contents. 


The Philosophy of / Freidrich Nietzsche / By Henry 
L. Mencken / [four line quotation from Schopen- 
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hauer| / [publisher’s device] / London / T. Fisher 
Unwin / MCMVIII 
(Pp. -xiit + 321; red cloth with gilt stamping. ) 


The American third edition was published in Boston by 
Luce & Company (pp. xiii + 304, maroon cloth with gilt 
stamping) with various changes in the text: a “Preface 
to the Third Edition” added, ‘‘Nietzsche as a Teacher” 
and “Books and Articles About Nietzsche’ omitted, 
“Nietzsche’s Origins” and “Nietzsche and. His Critics” 
rewritten, ‘“How to Study Nietzsche” and ‘‘Index”’ added, 
and the frontispiece omitted. This third edition has been 
reprinted, but without change on the title-page. 


(4) 
THE ARTIST 
1912 
Tue Artist / A Drama Without Words / by / H. L. 
Mencken / John W. Luce & Company / Boston [three 
diamonds| 1912 


CoLLATION : — Pp. 33, 6 X 44. Pp. (1, 2): a blank 
leaf. Pp. (3, 4): fly-title, The Artist; verso blank. 
P. (5): title-page, as above, within a. horde drawn 
by F. Barros. Pp. (6): Copyright, 1909, by / The 
Bohemian Publishing Company / Copyright, 1912, by — 
/ Henry L. Mencken / The Four Seas Press / Sharon 
Mass U.S.A. Pp. (7, 8): Dramatis Personae ; verso 
blank. Pp. (9, 10): Note; verso blank. Pp. 11 to 
(33): the text. Decorations at top and bottom of p. 
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(7) and at bottom of p. (33). Five blank pages at 
the back. White end papers. All edges cut. 


Issued in gray-and-brown mottled boards, lettered in dark 
brown on the front cover: The Artist, within a decora- 
tive box. The backbone and back cover blank. 

The play is here reprinted from the Bohemian Maga- 
zine of December, 1909, and was afterward reprinted in 
the Smart Set of August, 1916, and, in 1916 and there- — 
after, in 4 Book of Burlesques. 

It was played at the Little Theatre in Philadelphia, at 
the Vagabond Theatre in Baltimore, and at various other 
little theatres, for the use of which, an acting edition 
of The Artist was published in 1917. This was in 12 
pp., 10% x 82; paper; all even-numbered pages blank; and 
For the Producer added. ‘The title-page: 


The Artist / A Satire in One Act / By H. L. Mencken 
/ [copyright notices! / New York, 1917 


In 1923, John W. Luce & Co. reissued The Artist from 
the old plates, but without change in the title-page. The 
sheets were trimmed to 7 X 43, and there was a new 
binding: brown figured paper over boards, with a drab 
label printed in brown: The Artist / A Drama Without 
Words / [ornament] / Henry L. Mencken — all with- 


in brown double rules. 


a4 THE CENTAUR BIBLIOGRAPHIES 


(5) 
A BOOK OF BURLESQUES 
1916 | 
A Book oF / BuRLESQUES / [double rule| / By H. L. 
Mencken / [Opus 12] / Author of ‘A Little Book in C 
Major,” etc. / [double rule] / [double rule] / New 
York / John Lane Company / MCMXVI / [double 


rule | 


CoLLATION: —— Pp. 253, 74 5. P. (1): fly-title, 
[double rule] / 4 Book of Burlesques / [double rule. ] 
P. (2): advertisement, within rule box, of two books 
By the Same Author P. (3): title-page as above. P. 
(4): Copyright, 1916, / By John Lane Company / 
Press of / J. J. Little & Ives Company / New York, 
U.S.A. Pp. (5, 6)-4 author's mote,, inne slines, 
signed H.L.M.; verso blank. Pp. (7, 8): table of 
Contents; verso blank. Pp. (9, 10): divisional half- 
title, verso blank; others similar throughout the book. 
Pp. 11 to 253: the text. P. (254): blank. Pp. (257, 
258): a chart, on bond paper, sized 274 X 74, tipped 
in and folded; verso blank. White end papers, bond, 
the sheets of the book being antique paper. All edges 
cut. 


Issued in maroon cloth, gilt-stamped. Lettering on the 
front cover: 4 Book of / Burlesques / [a dash] / H. L. 
Mencken; the letters appear in maroon coming through 
a gilt background which is boxed by gilt rules, with a 
gilt-boxed gilt foolscap at each corner of the box. Letter- 
ing on the backbone: A Book / of Burlesques / [a fools- 
cap] / Mencken / John Lane / Company 

The back cover is blank. 
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CoNnTENTS: — Prefatory Note, Death: a Philosophical 
Discussion, From the Programme of a Concert, The 
Wedding: a Stage Direction, The Visionary, The 
Artist: a Drama Without Words, Seeing the World, 
From the Memoirs of the Devil, Litanies for the Over- 
looked, Asepsis: a Deduction in Scherzo Form, ‘Tales 
of the Moral and Pathological, Epithalamium, Por- 
traits of Americans, Panoramas of People, ‘The New 


Soule, A Genealogical Chart of the Uplift. 


“The Artist”? had been published separately in 1912; 
and “Seeing the World”’ is a slightly revised version of 
“Preface in the Socratic Manner” from Europe After 
8.15. Practically all the contents, in some form or other, 
had been printed in the Smart Set. 

The book was reissued in January, 1920, by Knopf, in 
the same size but with 237 pp.; the contents were the 
same, with these exceptions: a new ‘‘Prefatory Note,” 
with “Epithalamium,” “Portraits of Americans,’ “The 
New Soule,” and “A Genealogical Chart of the Uplift” 
omitted, and with “The Jazz Webster,” ““The Old Sub- 
ject,’ “Vers Libre,’ and “Homeopathics” added. In a 
few copies, p. 198 was omitted. In August, 1920, Knopf 
again reissued the book, marked New Revised Edition, 
Second Printing, April, 1920 on the reverse of the title. 
The contents were the same, but with “Patriots” added 
_ to “Panoramas of People,” and “Typographical Error of 
a Hopeful Character,” ‘Veneration,’ ‘‘Portrait of the 
Methodist Heaven,” “Patriotic Note” and “Liturgical” 
added to “‘Homeopathics.” In December, 1921, Knopf 
again reissued the book, marked Fourth Printing (again 
revised) December, 1921. ‘The contents were the same, 
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but with “Victory,” ‘“Typographical Error of a Hopeful 
Character,” “Veneration,” “Portrait of the Methodist 
Heaven,” “Patriotic Note,’ and “Liturgical” omitted, 
and “Ad Imaginem Dei Creavit Illam’’ substituted for 
the untitled poem under “Vers Libre.”’ 

‘The book had been reprinted since, but without change, 
and in April, 1924, it was reissued as one of Knopf’s 
Pocket Library. It was also published in England, in 
1923, with this title-page: 


A Book of / Burlesques / By H. L. Mencken / [de- 
vice| / Jonathan Cape / Eleven Gower Street, London. 


The plates used were those of the American fourth 
printing, 1921. “This English edition is bound in yellow 
cloth, with black stamping. 


(6) 
A LITTLE BOOK IN C MAJOR 
1916 
A LittLe Book / in C Major / By / H. L. Mencken 
/ [Opus 11.] / New York / John Lane Company / 
MCMXVI | 


CoLLATION: — Pp. 79, 74 5. P. (1): fly-title, 
[double rule] / 4 Little Book in C Major / [double 
rule]. P. (2): advertisement, in a rule box, of two 
books By the Same Author P. (3): title-page as 
above. P. (4): Copyright, 1916, By John Lane Com- 
pany / Press of J. J. Little & Ives Company / New 
York, U.S.A. P. (5, 6): a bar of music; verso blank. 
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P. (7, 8): a three-line quotation from Beranger; verso 
blank. ‘There are quotations similarly used on pp. 
(173:275 37s 47,571. 701s. 2 02.9 to. 16, 19 to 26, 29 to 
35, 39 to 46, 49 to 56, 59 to 69, 73 to 79: the text. 
Pp. (6, 8, 18, 28, 36, 38, 48, 58, 70, 72) are blank. 
P. (80): another boxed advertisement, full-page, of 
Other Books by H. L. Mencken End papers white. 
Cut all around. 


Issued in maroon cloth, gilt stamped. On the front 
cover the effect of a staff of music without notes, inter- 
lined with lettering: 4 Little Book / in / GC Major / 
H. L. Mencken Lettering on the backbone: 4 / Little 
/ Book / in / C Major / Mencken / John / Lane / Co. 
The back cover blank. 

This is a collection of 226 epigrams, chiefly reprinted 
from the Smart Set. There was but the one edition, and 
it is now out of print. A number of the epigrams were 
inserted in the 1920 and subsequent editions of 4 Book 
of Burlesques, under the headings of ‘““The Jazz Web- 
ster” and “The Old Subject.” 

The question has been asked, ““Why is this fifth book 
marked Opus 11?” ‘The author himself has said that he 
is at a loss for an answer. So it must be that the pub- 
lisher reckoned in the six well known books to which, 
previous to 1916, Mencken had contributed; according 
to the Henderson bibliographic check-list, there were six. 
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(7) 
A BOOK OF PREFACES 
1917 
[parallel rule| / A Boox oF Preraces / By / H. L. 
Mencken / Opus 13 / [parallel rule| / [publisher’s de- 
vice] / New York Alfred A. Knopf Mcmxvii / [parallel 
rule | 
CoLLATION: — Pp. 283, 72 & 5. P. (1): fly-title, 
[rule] / 4 Book of Prefaces / [rule] / [publisher’s 
device]. P. (2): double-boxed advertisement of nine 
books By H. L. Mencken P. (3): title-page, as 
above. P. (4): Copyright, 1917, by / Alfred A. 
Knopf / Published September, 1917 / Printed in the 
United States of America Pp. (4, 5): Preface, signed 
Mencken and dated Baltimore, 1917. P. (6): blank. 
P. (7, 8): table of Contents; verso blank. P. (9, 
10): divisional half-title, J. Joseph Conrad; verso 
blank; similar for each division. Pp. 11 to 283: the 
text. P. (284): blank. Pp. (285 to 288): adver- 
tisements of Knopf books. P. (288): blank. White 
end papers. All edges cut. 
Issued in dark blue cloth. Gilt stamping on the front 
cover: [parallel rule] / 4 ° Book * of ° Prefaces / [paral- 
lel rule] / [parallel rule] / H ° L ° Mencken / [parallel 
rule]; and on the backbone: [parallel rule] / 4 ° Book ° 
of / Prefaces / [parallel rule] / H ° L *° Mencken / 
[parallel rule] / [parallel rule] / Alfred *° 4 © Knopf / 
[parallel rule]. On the back cover a publisher’s device, 
blind-stamped. 
CoNTENTS: — Preface, Joseph Conrad, ‘Theodore 
Drieser, James Huneker, Puritanism as a Literary 
Force. ‘ 
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Of the first edition, issued in September of 1917, a few 
copies were issued with all edges uncut, and signed by the 
author. ‘The second edition was a revision; it was issued 
in 1918 and so marked; the contents were practically the 
same, but there were various changes in the text, — the 
“Preface” was omitted, a “Preface to the Second Edition” 
replacing it, and an “Index” added. ‘The third edition, 
so marked, was published in August of 1920, with the 
same contents, but with a new “Preface.” The fourth 
edition, with another new ‘‘Preface,” was published in 
January of 1922. | 

The book was published in England in 1922, the plates 
of the American fourth edition being used. ‘The title- 
page: 

A Book of / Prefaces / By H. L. Mencken / [pub- 


lisher’s device| / Jonathan Cape / Eleven Gower 
Street, London 


The binding is yellow cloth, with black lettering. 


(8) 
DAMN! A BOOK OF CALUMNY 
1918 
Damn! / A Book of Calumny / By H. L. Mencken / 
[publisher's device| / Philip Goodman Company / New 
York Nineteen Eighteen 


CoLLATION: — Pp. 103, 74 & 44. Pp. (1, 2): fly- 
title, Damn! A Book of Calumny; verso blank. P. 
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(3): title-page, as above, with the publisher’s device in 
red. P. (4): Copyright 1918 by / Philip Goodman 
Company Pp. (5, 6): table of Contents. Pp. 7 to 
103: the text. P. (104): blank. The end papers the 
same as the sheets. All edges cut. 


Issued in pea-green cloth, gilt stamped. Lettered on the 
front cover: Damn! / A Book of Calumny / By H L 
Mencken Lettered on the backbone: Damn! / A Book / 
of / Calumny / [a dash] / Mencken / Goodman ‘The 


back cover blank. 


CoNTENTS: — Pater Patriae, “The Reward of the 
Artist, The Heroic Considered, ‘The Burden of Hu- 
mor, The Saving Grace, Moral Indignation, Stable- 
Names, The Jews, The Comstockian Premiss, The 
_ Labial Infamy, A True Ascetic, On Lying, History, 
The Curse of Civilization, Eugenics, The Jocose Gods, 
War, Moralist and Artist, Actors, The Crowd, An 
American Philosopher, Clubs, Fidelis as Urnum, A 
Theological Mystery, The Test of ‘ruth, Literary 
Indecencies, Virtuous Vandalism, A Footnote on the 
Duel of Sex, Alcohol, Thoughts on the Voluptuous, 
The Holy Estate, Dichtung und Wahrheit, Wild 
Shots, Beethoven, The Tone Art, Zoos, On Hearing 
Mozart, The Road to Doubt, A New Use for Church- 
es, The Root of Religion, Free Will, Quid est Veri- 
tas?, The Doubter’s Reward, Before the Altar, ‘The 
Mask, Pia Veneziana, poi Cristiana, Off Again, On 
Again, Theology, Exemplia Gratia. 


The book was twice reprinted without change, and was 
then published by Goodman in a Fourth (Revised) Edi- 
tion (so marked with Opus 14 on the slip-cover) in 139 
pp., 74 4%, bound in orange-red cloth with black stamp- 
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ing. ‘The contents remained the same except for slight 
changes in the text and the addition of a Preface. In 
1918 the book was again issued, by Knopf, in 139 pp., 
74. 4%; bound in dark blue cloth, with gilt and blind 
stamping; with the same contents, omitting the Preface. 
(Now out of 'print.) The title page: 


A Book of Calumny / [First Printed as “Damn’”] / 
By H. L. Mencken / [pudlisher’s device] / Published 
at the Borzoi, New York, by / Alfred A Knopf 


(9) 
IN DEFENSE OF WOMEN 
1918 
In DEFENSE / OF WoMEN / By H. L. Mencken / 
Ppilip Goodman : New York : 1918 


CoLLATION: — Pp. 218, 74 X 4%. PP. (1): fly-title, 
In Defense of Women P. (2): By the Same Author 
/ {a dash] / Damn! A Book of Calumny P. (3): 
title-page as above. P. (4): Copyright 1918 by / 
Philip Goodman P. (5) to 218: the text. Pp. (219, 
220): a blank leaf. White end papers. All edges 
cut. 


Issued in blue cloth, stamped in yellow. Lettering on the 
front cover: In / Defense / of / Women / By H’* L* 
Mencken; a heavy rule is blind-stamped around the edges. 
Lettering on the backbone: In / Defense / of / Women / 
HL. / Mencken / Philip / Goodman. A publisher’s 


device is stamped in yellow on the back cover. 


30 ‘THE CENTAUR BIBLIOGRAPHIES 


ConTENTS: — The Maternal Instinct, Women’s In- 
telligence, The Masculine Bag of Tricks, Intuition, 
The Duel of Sex, The Feminine Attitude, Beauty, 
Women’s Equipment, Honor, A Conspiracy of Silence, 
Marriage, The Process of Courtship, ‘The Actual Hus- 
band, The Unattainable Ideal, The Effect on the Race, 
Compulsory Marriage, Extra-Legal Devices, Late 
Marriage, An Increase in Benefits, Disparate Unions, 
The Charm of Mystery, Woman as Wife, Marriage 
and the Law, The Emancipated Housewife, Equal 
Suffrage, The Woman Voter, The Suffragette, A 
Mythical Dare-Devil, ‘The Origin of a Delusion, Wo- 
men as Martyrs, Pathological Effects, Christianity, 
The Ethics of Women, The Transvaluation of Values, 
The Future of Marriage, The War and Marriage, 
Apologia. 


Notice the error in the publisher’s name on the title- 
page. ‘The book was reprinted the same year, with 
Ppilip corrected to Philip. On the third printing, in 
1919, with a 1918 copyright, Knopf was the publisher; . 
the page size was 74 <5; bound in dark blue cloth, with 
gilt and blind stamping. The contents remained the same. 
In January of 1922 a revised edition, with a new Intro- 
duction, was published by Knopf as one of the Free Lance 
Books, in which new form it received a second printing in 
May, a third in November of the same year, and a fourth 
in August of 1923. 

It was published in England in 1923, with this title- 
page: 

In Defence of Women / by H. L. Mencken / [pué- 


lisher’s device] / Jonathan Cape / Eleven Gower 
Street, London. 
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The binding is in yellow cloth, with black stamping. 
Note the change, from Defense to Defence, in the title. 

It was also published in Germany, in the same year, 
with this title-page: 


Die Biicher der / Abtei Thelem / Begriinlet von / 
Otto Julius Bierbaum / [ornamental dash] / H. L. 
Mencken / Verteidigung / der Frau / Ubertragen / 
von / Franz Blei / 1923 / [ornamental dash] / Georg 
Miiller, Miinchen. 


This German translation appears in two bindings. ‘The 
one is green boards, with a white linen back. ‘The other 
is green and brown figured boards, with calf back and 
corners, the back with two calf labels, one green and the 
other black, and all stamped in gilt, with elaborate dec- 
orations. Pp. 363, 5% X 33. 

INHALT: — Einleitung, Der weibliche Verstand, Der 


Krieg zwischen den Geschlechtern, Heirat, Frauen- 
wahlrecht, Das neue Zeitalter, Nachwort. 


(10) 
“THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE 
IQIQ 
THE / AMERICAN LANGUAGE / A Preliminary Inquiry 
into the Develop- / ment of English in the United States 
/ by / H. L. Mencken / [publisher’s device] / New 
York / Alfred ‘ A * Knopf / MCMXIX 


COLLATION : — Pp. x 374, 94 X 64. P. (i): fly- 
title, The / American Language / [publisher’s device]. 
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P. (ii): Of the first edition of / this book fifteen hun- 
dred / copies have been printed / and the type dis- 
tributed /)this 1s numbers tures P. (iii): title- 
page as above. P. (iv): Copyright, 1919, by Alfred 
A. Knopf, Inc. / Printed in the United States of 
America Pp. v to viii: Preface, the preface signed 
Mencken and dated Baltimore, January 1, 1919. Pp. 
ix, x: table of Contents. Pp. 1 to 321: the text. P. 
(322): blank. Pp. 323 to 339: the bibliography. 
Pp. 340 to 367: the list of words and phrases. Pp. 368 
to 374: the general index. End papers white. All 
edges uncut, and the top painted dark blue. 


Issued in dark blue buckram cloth, with the front and 
back covers blank, and the backbone gilt-stamped: [paral- 
lel rule] / The / American / Language / [parallel rule] 
/ H* L* Mencken / [parallel rule] / Alfred ° 4° Knopf 


ConTENTS: — Preface, By Way of Introduction, The 
Beginnings of American, The Period of Growth, 
American and English Today, Tendencies in American, 
The Common Speech, Differences in Spelling, Proper 
Names in America, Miscellanea, Bibliography, List of 
Words and Phrases, General Index. 


‘Twenty-five of 1500 numbered copies of the first edition 
were signed by the author. The edition was quickly 
exhausted, and copies have been very much in demand, 
particularly as so many landed in research libraries. A 
new, completely revised edition was published in Decem- 
ber of 1921; pp. xviii + 492. It was bound in blue cloth, 
with gilt stamping on the backbone, and the author’s coat- 
of-arms blind-stamped on the front cover. A few copies, 
uncut, were bound in dark blue buckram. 

This second edition received two large reprintings, and 
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in February of 1923 Knopf published another revision, 
with new material in nearly every chapter; pp. ix + 489; 
the prefaces to the first and second editions were dropped 
and a “Preface to the Third Edition” substituted. 

The American edition of 1921 was also issued in Eng- 
landy..in 922% with this title-page: 


The / American Language / An Inquiry into the De- 
velopment / of English in the United States / By H 

L. Mencken / [pudlisher’s device] / Jonathan Cape / 
Eleven Gower Street, London. 


(11) 
PREJUDICES: FIRST SERIES 


1919 
[a rule] / Preyupices / First Seriss / [a rule] / By 
H. L. Mencken / [a rule] / [publisher’s device] / [a 
rule| / Published at the Borzoi ° New York * by / Al- 
fred “ A ° Knopf / [a rule] 


CoLLATION: — Pp. 254, 74 K 4g. P. (1): fly-title, 
Prejudices / First Series P. (2): a list of twelve 
books By H. L. Mencken P. (3): title-page as above. 
P. (4): Copyright, 1919, by / Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 
/ Printed in the United States of America Pp. (5, 
6): table of Contents Pp. (7, 8): half-title: Preju- 
dices / First Series; verso blank. Pp. 9 to 250: the 
textiy Pos: 251 to’ 2542) index. \Pp.'(255)'256 tha 
blank leaf. White end papers. All edges cut, and 
top painted yellow. 


Issued in dark blue cloth. On the front cover the au- 
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thor’s coat-of-arms is blind-stamped. On the backbone is 
stamped in gilt: [parallel rule] / Prejudices / [a rule] / 
First Series / [parallel rule] / H © L ° Mencken / 
[parallel rule] / [parallel rule] / Alfred * A * Knopf / 
[parallel rule]. The back cover is blank. 


ConTENTS : — Criticism of Criticism of Criticism, The 
Late Mr. Wells, Arnold Bennett, The Dean, Profes- 
sor Veblen, ‘The New Poetry Movement, The Heir of 
Mark Twain, Hermann Sudermann, George Ade, The 
Butte Bashkirtseff, Six Members of the Institute, The 
Genealogy of Etiquette, The American Magazine, The 
Ulster Polonius, An Unheeded Law-Giver, ‘The Blush- 
ful Mystery, George Jean Nathan, Portrait of an Im- 
mortal Soul, Jack London, Among the Avatars, ‘Three 
American Immortals, Index. 


Of the first edition, a few copies were issued with uncut 
edges, and signed by the author. ‘The book was reprinted 
with a few slight changes; on the reverse of the title it is 
marked: Second Printing, January, 1920. In April of 
the same year it was again reprinted, and so marked ; again 
in March, 1921; again in December, 1921; and a sixth 
printing in March, 1923. 

A Borzoi Pocket Book Edition was published ity Feb- 
ruary of 1923; size: 6% X 42; bound in brown cloth, 
with red and green stamping. It was called Popular 
Edition on the reverse of the title-page. 

An English edition was published in 1921 with this 
title-page: 

Prejudices / First Series / By H. L. Mencken / [pub- 


lisher’s device] / Jonathan Cape / Eleven Gower 
Street, London. 
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It is bound in yellow cloth, with black stamping. 

The blind stamp, now appearing on the front covers of 
all H. L. Mencken books published by Knopf, is the au- 
thor’s coat-of-arms. As this is perhaps the first indica- 
tion that he is armigerous, it might be appropriate to 
blazon it: Azure, a linden tree between two rehbock 
rampant, all proper; crest, a demi-rehbock on a helmet 
affrontée; wreath and mantling of the colors. 


(12) 
PREJUDICES: SECOND SERIES 
1920 
[a rule] / PrREJuDicEs / SECOND Segriks / [a rule] / By 
H. L. Mencken / [a rule] / [publisher’s device] / [a 
rule| / Published at the Borzoi ° New York * by / Al- 
fred ° A ° Knopf / [a rule] 


COLLATION *-— Pp. 254, 74 X 4g. . P. (1) « fly-title, 
Prejudices / Second Series P. (2): a list of fifteen 
books By H. L. Mencken P. (3): title-page as above. 
P. (4): Copyright, 1920, by / Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 
/ Printed in the United States of America Pp. (5, 
6): table of Contents Pp. (7, 8): half-title, Preju- 
dices / Second Series; verso blank. Pp. 9 to 248: the 
text. Pp. (249, 250) : divisional half-title, Index ; ver- 
so blank. Pp. 251 to 254: Index. Pp. (255, 256): a 
blank leaf. White end papers. All edges cut, and the 
top painted yellow. 


Issued in dark blue cloth, uniform with Prejudices: First 
Series. On the front cover the author’s coat-of-arms is 
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blind-stamped. On the backbone, stamped in gilt: [paral- 
lel rule] / Prejudices / [a rule] / Second Series / [paral- 
lel rule] / H° L* Mencken / [parallel rule] / [parallel 
rule] / Alfred A Knopf 


Contents: — The National Letters, Roosevelt: an 
Autopsy, The Sahara of the Bozart, The Divine Affla- 
tus, Exeunt Omnes, Scientific Examination of a Pop- 
ular Virtue, The Allied Arts, The Cult of Hope, The 
Dry Millenium, Appendix on a ‘Tender ‘Theme, Index. 


The book was first published, as above, in October of 
1920; and a few copies were issued with all edges uncut, 
and signed by the author. Knopf published a slightly 
revised edition in June, 1921, and reprinted it in Febru- 
ary, 1922, and in February, 1923. In the latter the end 
papers were changed to a figured yellow and red. It 
was published in England in 1921, with this title-page: 


Prejudices / Second Series / By H. L. Mencken / 
[publisher's device] / Jonathan Cape / 11 Gower 
Street, London 

‘The binding was yellow cloth, with black stamping. 


(13) 
PREJUDICES: THIRD SERIES 
1922 
[a rule] / Preyupices / THirp SERIES / [a rule] / 
By H. L. Mencken / [a rule] / [publisher’s device] / 
[a rule] / Published at the Borzoi " New York ° by / 
Alfred ‘A ° Knopf / [a rule] 


H. L. MENCKEN a7 
CoLLATION : — Pp. 328, 74 & 4g. P. (1): fly-title, 
Prejudices / Third Series P. (2): a list of The 
W orks of H. L. Mencken in sixteen titles. P. (3): 
title-page as above, with the rules, the publisher’s de- 
vice, and Third Series in red, and the rest in black. 
P. (4): Copyright, 1922, by / Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 
/ Published, October, 1922 / [printer’s imprint in 
three lines] / Manufactured in the United States of 
America Pp. (5, 6): table of Contents. Pp. (7, 8): 
half-title, Prejudices / Third Series verso blank. Pp. 
9 to 324: the text. Pp. 325 to 328: the index. White 
end papers. All edges cut, and the top painted yellow. 


Issued in dark blue cloth, uniform with the other two 
Prejudices books. On the front cover, the author’s coat- 
of-arms is blind-stamped. On the backbone, stamped in 
gilt: [parallel rule] / Prejudices / [a rule] / Third 
Series / [parallel rule] / HL’ Mencken / [parallel rule] 
/ [parallel rule] / Alfred’A ‘Knopf / [parallel rule]. 
The back cover blank. 

Of this first edition a few copies were issued with all 
edges uncut, and signed by the author. “The book was 
reprinted in November, 1922, and again in March, 1923. 
After the first edition the author printed privately a small 
sheet of Errata. All the errors listed on it were corrected 
in the second printing. 

ConTENTS: — On Being an American, Huneker: a 

Memory, Footnote on Criticism, Das Kapital, Ad 

Imaginem Dei Creavit Illum, Star-Spangled Men, The 

Poet and His Art, Five Men at Random, The Nature 

of Liberty, ‘Ihe Novel, The Forward-Looker, Me- 

morial Service, Education, ‘Types of Men, The Dismal 

Science, Matters of State, Reflections on the Drama, 

Advice to Young Men, Suite Américaine. 
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An English edition was published in 1923, with the 
following title-page: 
Prejudices / Third Series / By H. L. Mencken / 


[publisher's device] / Jonathan Cape / 11 Gower 
Street, London. 


The binding is yellow cloth, with black stamping. 


Prejudices: Fourth Series is announced for publication 
in October of 1924,— by Knopf. Probably uniform in 
format and binding with the first three; but there is also 
announced a large paper edition of one hundred copies, 
signed by the author. 


mis BOOK 


IN COLLABORATION 


(Ar) 
MEN VS. THE MAN 
I9IO 
MEN veErsuUS THE MAN / a Correspondence / Between / 
Robert Rives La Monte, Socialist / and / H. L. Mencken, 
Individualist / [publisher’s device] / New York / Henry 
Holt and Company / 1910 


CoLLATION: — Pp, (viii) +252, 74 * 4%. Pp. (i to 
iv): two blank leaves. P. (v): title-page as above. P. 
(vi): Copyright, 1910 / by / Henry Holt and Company 
/ [a dash] / Published March, 1910 Pp. (vii, viii): a 
one-paged Introduction, signed La Monte / Mencken; 
verso blank. Pp. (1) to 28: the text. P. (248): blank. 
Pp. 249 to 252: the Index. Followed by a blank leaf 
and ten pages of advertisements of other books published 
by the same house. White end papers. All edges cut. 
Issued in red cloth. Gilt stamping on the front cover: 
Men vs. The Man / {a dash] / La Monte and Mencken 
/ [device] ; and on the backbone: [a double rule] / Men 
vs. / The Man / [a dash] / La Monte / and / Mencken 
/ [a double rule] / [a rule] / Henry Holt/ and Com- 
pany / [a rule]. The back cover blank. 

There are six letters by La Monte and six replies by 
Mencken. ‘There was but one edition, the book going 
out of print; but that one appeared in two bindings, the 


\ 
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first —of course, the collectors’ — being ribbed cloth; 
the other might best be described as cross-filed or rat-tail 
cloth. 


(A2) 
EUROPE AFTER 8.15 

1914 
Europe AFTER 8.15 / By / H. L. Mencken / George 
Jean Nathan / Willard Huntington Wright / With Dec- 
orations / By Thomas H. Benton / [publisher’s device | 
/ New York — John Lane Company / ‘Toronto — Bell 
& Cockburn —MCMXIV 


CoLLATION: — Pp. 222, 74 X 4g. P. (1, 2): fly- 
title, Europe After 8:15; verso blank. Then the 
frontispiece, tipped: Berlin, line sketch in brown ink 
on yellow tint-block; similar illustrations, none reck- 

~ oned in pagination, facing pp. (34,) 54, (70, 110, 144, 
188,) 218. P. (3): title-page as above, maithin a 
double rule box. P. (4): Copyright, 1914, / By John 
Lane Company P. (5, 6): table of Contents; verso 
blank... .Pp./7 to 222s:the téxt. . Pp.i (223, i224).:<a 
blank leaf. Each article is preceded by a divisional 
half-title with blank verso. White end papers. All 
edges cut. 


Issued in yellow cloth. Stamping on the front cover: in 
blue, [a heavy rule] / Europe After 8% / [heavy rule] / 
[large decorative sketch] / H. L. Mencken / George 
Jean Nathan / Willard Huntington Wright / [two 
heavy rules]. The words Europe After §* are over- 
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printed with gilt dots after the effect of an electric sign. 
On the backbone is stamped in gilt: Europe / After / 8% 
/ [a dash] / Mencken / [a dash] / Nathan / [a dash] / 
Wright / John Lane / Company ‘The back cover is 
blank. 


ConTENTS: — Preface in the Socratic Manner, Vien- 
na, Munich, Berlin, London, Paris. 


‘There was but the one edition, but it appeared in two 
bindings, the difference between which is in that the blue 
lettering on the front cover was, in the second binding, 
changed to black. ‘The book is out of print. 

Mencken wrote the “Preface” and ‘‘Munich’’ articles, 
and the first and last parts of “London.” Nathan wrote 
“Paris” and “Berlin.” Wright wrote “Vienna” and 
most of “London.” 


(A3) 
PISTOLS FOR TWO 
1917 
Pistots For Iwo / By / Owen Hatteras / New York 
[ publisher's device] MCMXVII / Alfred ° A © Knopf 


CoLLATION : — Pp. (vi) + 42, 74 * 5. Pp. (i, it): 
fly-title, Pistols for Two; verso blank. Pp. (ili): 
title-page as above. P. (iv): Published, 1917 / Print- 
ed in the United States of America Pp. (v, vi): 
table of Contents; verso blank. Pp. (1) to 42: the 
text. No end papers. All edges cut. 


Issued in old-rose red laid paper covers, stamped in black. 
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On the front cover: Pistols for Two / By / Owen Hat- 
teras within box border of parallel rules. Publisher’s | 
monogram device on the back cover, and the backbone 
blank. 

The book consists of two biographical sketches, in dis- 
connected paragraphs, one sketch being of George Jean 
Nathan, pp. 5 to 21, and the other of H. L. Mencken, 
pp. 21 to 39; preceded by introductory remarks, in three 
parts, pp. (1) to 5; and followed by closing remarks on 
pp. 39 to 42. Mencken wrote the sketch of Nathan and 
the introductory and closing remarks. Nathan wrote the 
sketch of Mencken. 

The Battle of the Wilhelmstrasse, mentioned in Pistols 
for Two as having been written by Mencken, is a book 
that has never been published. It describes what hap- 
pened in Berlin at the time the United States broke off 
relations with Germany, early in 1917. : 

Pistols for Two is the only book we have listed as hav- 
ing been written by Mencken under a pseudonym. And 
“Owen Hatteras” is used by Mencken and Nathan joint- 
ly. But it is recorded that he has used other pseudonyms 
when contributing to periodicals. Pistols for Two offers 
this list: William R. Fink, William Drayham, John F. 
Brownell, Harriet Morgan, W. L. D. Bell, Gladys Jef- 
ferson, and Baroness Julie Desplaines. “There is an op- 
portunity for collectors — let the game proceed! 
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(A4) 
HELIOGABALUS 
1920 
HeiocasaLus / A Buffoonery in Three Acts / by H. L. 
Mencken and / George Jean Nathan / [publisher’s de- 
vice| / New York Alfred “ A ° Knopf MCMXX 


COLLATION : — Pp. 183, 7$ K 54. Begins with two 
blank leaves, not reckoned in pagination. P. (1): 
half-title: Heliogabalus P. (2): Of this book two 
thousand copies have been / printed from type and the 
type distributed. / This is number ~.--_---. Pac3y: 

title-page as above. P. (4): Copyright, 1920, by / H. 
L. Mencken and / George Jean Nathan / All rights 
reserved, including that of translations into foreign 
languages, including the Scandinavian. ‘Then an eigh- 
teen line infringement notice, and Printed in the Unit- 
ed States of America P. 5, (6): Dramatis Personae; 
verso blank. P. 7, (8): note on the scenes of the 
three acts; verso blank. Pp. (9, 10): divisional half- 
title, dct I; verso blank; others at pp. (71, 72), (135, 
136). Pp. 11 to 183: the text. Followed by five 
blank pages. White end papers. ‘The top edge cut 
and painted black; the other edges uncut. 


Issued in black cloth, gilt stamped. On the front cover: 
Heliogabalus / by H. L. Mencken and / George Jean 
Nathan On the backbone: Helio- / gabalus / [a dash] / 
Mencken / and / Nathan / Alfred A / Knopf ‘The back 
cover blank. 

Simultaneously with the above, there was issued an 
edition in Japanese boards with parchment back, gilt 
stamping, limited to sixty copies, on Imperial Japan vel- 
lum, autographed by the authors; fifty copies only were 
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for sale. Also an acting edition of 200 copies, in light 
brown paper with brown stamping; none for sale. All 
three issues, comprising the first edition, went out of 
_ print, the publisher announcing on the paper jacket that 
“any reissue in English is most unlikely.” 

A German translation of it was published in 1920 by 
the Theatralia Verlag in Berlin, with the following title- 


page: 


[Five-line copyright caution] / HELIOGABAL / 
Schwank in drei Akten aus dem Amerikanischen / von 
/ H. L. Mencken & George Jean Nathan / Deutsch 
von / Peter Perpentikel / [device] / [five-line notice 
about the acting rights| / Manuskript not for sale — 
Copyright 1920 by ‘“Theatralia.”’ 


This edition is unbound and in the usual form of Ger-* 
man plays intended for the use of theatres. Pp. 79. No 
copies for sale. .A few copies were bound in grey paper. 

Heliogabalus has not been given on the American stage; | 
on publication its authors stated that they would not 
permit its performance here ‘‘until such time, if ever, as 
the United States became civilized.’’ Nor has it been 
done in Europe, despite cable reports that it has. “The 
newspaper reports of its performance.in Munich, “with a 
probable run of 3,000 performances,” were based on a 
misunderstanding of a notice written by Roda Roda, the 
Munich wit. 
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(AS) 
THE AMERICAN CREDO 
1920 
THE AMERICAN Crepo / A Contribution Toward the 
Interpretation / of the National Mind / by / George 
Jean Nathan / and H. L. Mencken / [publisher’s device | 
/ New York / Alfred ° A * Knopf / 1920 


CoLLATION : — Pp. 191, 72 X 5.+ Pp. (1, 2): a blank 
leaf. P. (3): half-title, The American Credo P. 
(4) : advertisements of books By H. L. Mencken and 
George Jean Nathan, and By H. L. Mencken, and By 
George Jean Nathan P. (5): title-page as above. 
P. (6): Copyright, 1920, by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. / 
Printed in the United States of America Pp. 7 to 
103: Preface signed, at the end, George Jean Nathan 
/ H. L. Mencken / New York, 1920 P. (104): 
blank. P. 105, (106): divisional half-title, The 
American Credo; verso blank. Pp. 107 to 191: the 
text of the Credo, which is divided into 488 numbered 
paragraphs. P. (192): blank. White end papers. 
The top edge cut and painted black, and the other 
edges uncut. 


Issued in black cloth, uniform, except as to size, with 
Heliogabalus. Gilt-stamping on the front cover: The 
American Credo / By George Jean Nathan / and H. L. 
Mencken. Gilt-stamping on the backbone: The / Ameri- 
can / Credo / Nathan / and / Mencken / Alfred A / 
Knopf On the lower right corner of the back cover is a 
blind-stamped publisher’s device. 

The Preface was written by Mencken and the Credo 
by Nathan. In 1922 the book was revised and enlarged 
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to contain 869 paragraphs of the Credo, the Preface also 
going under revision; pp. 266. 

In 1921 the authors issued a privately printed addition 
to the book — four pages uniform with the text — con- 
taining twenty-eight articles of the American Credo that 
could not be published because of their indelicacy. Of 
this brochure fifty copies were printed. The articles were 
numbered 499 to 526, and the pagination was 193-196. 

The above-mentioned Preface, by Mencken, translated 
as Das Amerikanische Credo by Tony Noah, ran in Die 
Grenzboten from January 28, 1922, to March 16, 1922. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS 


(Br) 
By Rail or / Water / Facts of / Interest / to Travelers / 
and Importers / Edition 1908 / Arthur W. Robson Bal- 
timore, Md. 
Pp. 182, 6 9. Black cloth; illustrated title-page serv- 
ing as the paper label on front cover. 
Contains “Summer in Jamaica,” by Mencken; pp. 125-6. 


(B2) 
Evolution / A Fantasy / ‘“When you were a tadpole / 
and I was a fish” / By Langdon Smith / Boston, John W. 
/ Luce and Company. MCMIX 
Pp. v+ 51, 6 X 9§. Gray boards, with brown leather 
backbone; gold-stamping and brown decorations. 
Contains a Nietzsche page by Mencken, opposite XIV. 


(B3) 
The / Loving Cup / Original Toasts / by / Original 
Folks / Edited by / Wilbur D. Nesbit / [pubdlisher’s de- 
vice] / Published by / P. F. Volland & Company / 
Chicago [1909] 
Pp. 64, 44 < 6. Stiff paper buff covers, black, red, and 
green decorations and lettering. 
Contains ““The Rondeau of Riches,” poem by Mencken; 
p. 32. 

(B4) 
Why I Am / Opposed to Socialism / Original Papers by 
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/ Leading Men and Women / Edward Silvin / Sacra- 
mento, California / U.S.A. [1973] 

Pp. 53, 6 X 9. Green cloth, gold-stamping. 

Contains contribution by Mencken, pp. 6-7. 


(Bs) 
Blanchette and the / Escape ° Two Plays by / Brieux ° 
With Preface / by H. L. Mencken. ‘Trans- / lated from 
the French / by Frederick Eisemann. / John W. Luce & 
Company / Boston, MCMXIII 
Pp. 240, 74 X 54. Green cloth, with red, black and 
white labels. 
Preface, pp. i to xxxvi, by Mencken. 


(B6) 
Facts of / Interest / to Travelers / and Importers / By 
Rail or / Water / Edition 1914 / Arthur W. Robson 
Baltimore, Md. | 
Pp. 142,69. Black cloth; illustrated title-page serv- 
ing as the paper label on front cover. 
Contains “Strange, Far-Off Places,” by Mencken; pp. 25- 
28. 


(B7) 
The Master Builder / Pillars of Society / Hedda Gabler 
/ By Henrik Ibsen / Introduction by H. L. Mencken / 
[ publisher’s device| / Boni and Liveright, Inc. / Pub- 
lishers, New York. (1918) 
Pp. 305, 64 & 44. Green leatherette, with gilt stamping. 
The Modern Library. 
Introduction, pp. v to xii, by Mencken. 
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(B8) 

Ben Kutcher’s Illustrated Edition of / A / House of 
Pomegranates / and the story of / The Nightingale and 
the Rose / by Oscar Wilde / with an introduction by / 
H. L. Mencken / [publisher’s device] / New York / 
Moffat, Yard and Company / 1918 

Pp. 180, 83 X 53. Chocolate boards, with yellow gpl 
back, and white and black labels. 

Preface, pp. i to viii, by Mencken. | 


(Bo) 
The Profession of / Journalism / A Collection of Articles 
on Newspaper Editing / and Publishing, Taken from the 
/ Atlantic Monthly / Edited with an Introduction / and 
Notes by / Willard Grosvenor Bleyer, Ph. D. / Author 
of “Newspaper Writing and Editing” and “Types of 
News / Writing;”’ Professor of Journalism in the / 
University of Wisconsin / [publisher’s device] / The 
Atlantic Monthly Press / Boston (1918). 
Pp. 292, 74 X 5. Maroon cloth, with gilt and_ blind- 
stamping. 
Contains ‘‘Newspaper Morals,” by Mencken, pp. 52 to 
67; reprinted from the Atlantic Monthly for March of 
IQI4. 

(Bro) 
A Modern Book of / Criticism / Edited with an Intro- 
duction by / Ludwig Lewisohn, Litt. D. / [device] / 
Boni and Liveright / New York, 1919 
Pp. 210, 64 X 44. Green leatherette, with gilt stamping. 
The Modern Library. 


Contains “Homiletics of Criticism,” ‘““The Critic’s Func- 
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tion,’ and ‘“The Puritan and American Literature,” by 
Mencken, pp. 167 to 173. 


(Bir) 
Tales of Mean Streets / By Arthur Morrison / Intro- 
duction by H. L. Mencken / [publisher’s device] / Boni, 
and Liveright, Inc. / Publishers, New York, (1920) 
Pp. 251, 63 & 44. Green leatherette, with gilt stamping. 
’ The Modern Library. 
Introduction by Mencken. 


(B12) 

Qn American Books / Edited by / Francis Hackett / A 
symposium by five American Critics / as printed-in the 
London Nation / [publisher's device] / New York / 
B. W. Huebsch, Inc. / MCMXX 
Pp. (i) + 59, 74 X 5. Grey paper with black lettering. 
Contains “The Literary Capital of the United States,” 
by Mencken, pp. 31 to 38, reprinted from the London 
Nation of April 17, 1920. One of The Freeman Pam- 
phlets. 

| (B13) 
Jurgen / and the Censor / Report of the Emergency 
Committee / Organized to Protest Against the / Sup- 
pression of James Branch Cabell’s / Jurgen / Privately 
Printed for the Emergency Committee / Edward Hale 
Bierstadt Barrett H. Clark Sidney Howard / One Thou- 
and Nine Hundred and Twenty / New York 
Pp. 77, 98 X 6. Brown boards, with light brown buck- 
ram back and corners; white paper label on back, printed 
in red and black. 
~ Note by Mencken on pp. 53-4. 
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(B14) 
The Borzoi 1920 / Being a sort of record / of five years’ 
publishing / [publisher’s device] / New York / Al- 
fred “A ° Knopf / 1920 | 
Pp. xiv-+ 143, 74 <5. Paper boards, lavender with 
yellow and black lettering and Chinese decoration. Also 
in a small number of tall-paper copies. ° 
Contains ‘Willa Cather,” by Mencken, pp. 28 to 31; also 
“On H. L. Mencken,” by George Jean Nathan, pp. 34 
to 36. 

(B15) 
The / Line of Love / Dizain des Mariages / By / James 
Branch Cabell / with an introduction by / H. L. 
Mencken / [device] / [four line quotation] / [device] / 
Robert M. McBride & Company / New York 1921 
Pp. xiii + 261. Brown cloth, gilt stamping. 
Introduction by Mencken, pp. vii to xiii. 


(B16) 

Civilization in the / United States / An Inquiry by Thir- 
ty Americans / edited by Harold E. Stearns / [publish- 
er’s device| / New York / Harcourt, Brace and Com- 
pany / 1922 

_ Pp. x +577, 82 X 53. Light blue cloth, gilt and blind 
stamped. , 

Contains “Politics,” by Mencken, pp. 21 to 34. 


(B17) 
These / United States / A Symposium / edited by / 
Ernest Gruening / First Series / [publisher’s device] / 
Boni and Liveright / Publishers :: New York [1923] 
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Pp. xii + 388, 8 X 54. Dark blue cloth, gilt and blind 
stamped. ! 
Contains ‘Maryland, Apex of Normalcy,”’ by Mencken, ’ 
pp. 13 to 24. 

(B18) 
The / Bookman Anthology / of Essays / [1923] / Edited 
by / John Farrar / New [publisher's erie] York / 
George H. Doran Company | 
Pp. xiv + 271, 5 X 74. Bright red cloth, gold-stamping. 
Contains the Walpole-Mencken open letters from The 
Bookman; pp. 54 to 68. 


(Brg) 
Backgrounds / of / Book Reviewing / Edited by / Her- 
bert S. Mallory / of the / University of Michigan / 
George Wahr, Publisher / Ann Arbor, Michigan / 1923. 
Pp. 533, 84 X 54. Brown cloth, with black stamping. 
Contains “The National Letters,” by Mencken; reprinted 
from Prejudices: Second Series. 


(B20) 
Essays on Current / Themes / Selected and Edited / by / 
C. Alphonso Smith / Head of the Department of English 
in the / United States Naval Academy / Annapolis, 
Maryland / [publisher’s device] / Ginn and Company / 
Boston, New York, Chicago, London, / Atlanta, Dallas, 
Columbus, San Francisco. [1923] 
Pp. 467, 84 X 5. Green cloth, with gilt and black 
stamping. : 
Contains “The General Character of American English,” 
by Mencken, pp. 211 to 221; reprinted from The Amer- 
ican Language. 
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| (Bar) 
Criticism in America / Its Function and Status / Essays 
by / Irving Babbitt, Van Wyck Brooks, W. C. Brownell, 
/ Ernest Boyd, T. S. Eliot, H. L. Mencken, / Stuart P. 
Sherman, J. E. Spingarn, / and George E. Woodberry / 
[publisher’s device] / New York / Harcourt, Brace and 
Company 1924 
Pp. 330, 5 X 74. Dark blue cloth, gold-stamping. 
Contains “Footnote on Criticism,” by Mencken; pp. 261- 
286. 

(B22) 

A Round-Table in / Poictesme / A Symposium / Edited 
by / Don Bregenzer / and / Samuel Loveman / [eight- 
line quotation from Anatole France| / Privately Printed 
/ by Members of / The Colophon Club / Cleveland / 
1924. | 
Pp. xii + 126, 54 X 84. On Roxburghe book paper, 
bound in brown cloth, gilt stamping on front cover and 
backbone; 526 copies. Also large paper, on American 
vellum, with French margins, similar binding; 248 copies. 
Contains “The Style of Cabell,” by Mencken; pp. 113- 
Er7. 


BOOKS EDITED 


(C1) 
The Players’ / Ibsen / A Doll’s / House / Newly trans- 
lated from the de- / finitive Dano-Norwegian text; Edit- 
ed, / with introduction and notes, by / Henry L. Menck- 
en / John W. Luce & Company / Boston, London. / 
(1909) 
Pp. 150, 6 X 42; red cloth, with gilt stamping. 
Introduction, “Notes,” and ‘Books in English Dealing 
With A Doll’s House” by Mencken. (Out of print.) 


(C2) 

The Players’ / Ibsen / Little Eyolf / Newly translated 
from the de- / finitive Dano-Norwegian text; Edited, / 
with introduction and notes, by / Henry L. Mencken / 
John W. Luce & Company / Boston, London. / (1909.) 
Pp. 125, 6 X 48; red cloth, with gilt stamping, uniform 
with d Doll’s House. 

Introduction, “Notes,” and ‘‘Books in English Dealing 
with Little Eyolf’’ by Mencken. (Out of print.) 


(C3) 
The / Gist of Nietzsche / Arranged by / Henry L. 
Mencken / Author of / The Philosophy of / Friedrich 
Nietzsche / [device] / Boston / John W. Luce & Com- 
pany / 1910. [Title page in rule border.] 
Pp. x + 60, 74 X 44; maroon cloth, with red, white and 
black labels. 
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Contains Introduction and “Biographical Note by the 
Editor” by Mencken. (Out of print. Rare.) 


(C4) 
The Free Lance Books. II / Edited with Introductions 
by H. L. Mencken / Ventures / in Common Sense / By 
E. W. Howe / [publisher’s device| / New York, Alfred 
A. Knopf, MCMXIX 
Pp. 273, 74 X 4%; bright blue boards, with black cloth 
back, black stamping, and blue and black label. In early 
1924 this book in this series went out of print and was 
reissued in the Pocket Book series. 
Introduction, pp. 7 to 29, by Mencken. 


(C5) 

The Free Lance Books. I / Edited with Introductions by 
H. L. Mencken / Youth and Egolatry, by Pio Baroja / 
Translated from the Spanish / by Jacob S. Fassett, Jr. / 
and Frances L. Phillips / [publisher’s device| / New 
York, Alfred A. Knopf, MCMXX. 

Pp. 265, 74 & 4%; red boards, with black cloth back; 
black stamping, and red and black label. 

Introduction, pp. 11 to 20, by Mencken. 


(C6) 
The Free Lance Books. III / Edited by H. L. Mencken 
/ The Antichrist / By F. W. Nietzsche / ‘Translated 
from the German / with an Introduction by H. L. 
Mencken / [publisher’s device] / New York, Alfred A. 
Knopf, MCMXX 
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Pp. 182, 74 X 4%; orange boards, with black cloth back, 
black stamping, and orange label. 
Introduction, pp. 7 to 38, by Mencken. 


(C7) 
The Free Lance Books. IV. / Edited with Introductions 
by H. L. Mencken / We Moderns: / Enigmas and 
Guesses / By Edwin Muir. / [publisher’s device] / New 
York, Alfred A. Knopf, MCMXX 
Pp. 244, 74 & 4%; green boards, with black cloth back, 
black stamping and green and black label. 
Introduction, pp. 7 to 21, by Mencken. 


(C8) 

The Free Lance Books. V. / Edited With Introductions 
by H. L. Mencken / Democracy and the Will to Power 
/ By James N. Wood / [publisher’s device] / New 
York, Alfred A. Knopf, MCMXXI. 

Pp. 245, 74 X 4$; light green boards, with black cloth 
back, black stamping and black label. — 

Introduction, pp. 7 to 17, by Mencken. 


(Cg) 

Upon publication of Vol. I, No. 1, January, 1924, of 
The American Mercury, “two hundred large-paper copies 
of this first issue of The American Mercury have been . 
specially printed and bound for friends of the editors and 
publishers.” ‘This unique item was printed on Georgian 
paper, _pp. 128, 13 X 10, and bound in red and black 
Batik paper boards with parchment back and corners, . 
gilt-lettered on the backbone and gilt-ruled on the parch- 
ment. 
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(C10) 

Mencken has edited a collection of modern American 
short stories, in two volumes, to be translated into Ger- 
man by Franz Blei, and published in Munich by Georg 
Miller. ‘The date is indefinite; German publishers are 
in a difficult position. 


4 


PAMPHLETS 


ANNOUNCEMENTS OF AWARDS / IN THE PRiIzE Con- 
TEST / FOR REvIEWS OF / THE PRODIGAL JUDGE is a 
pamphlet of 34 pages, printed on one side only, no pagi- 
nation, size 74 X 83. It contains Mencken’s two-page 
review, which won third prize in the contest put on by 
Bobbs-Merrill Company, who issued the pamphlets as an 
advertisement for Vaughn Kester’s book. Circa 1910. 


BALTIMORE is a 12 page pamphlet, on buff paper, 54 X 
82, illustrated in line and printed in black, blue, and 
brown. It was issued by the Baltimore Canned Goods 
Exchange in 1914 as an invitation to a convention in that: 
city, and contains ‘“Good Old Baltimore,” by Mencken. 


A Nore To AuTuHors is in eight pages, 64 3%, black 
ink on white paper, covered in grey paper. ‘The note, 
on pp. I to 7, signed, on p. 6, George Jean Nathan and 
H. L. Mencken in autograph facsimile, gives The Smart 
Set editors’ suggestions to contributors to the magazine. 
It was issued in 1916 and was written by Mencken. 


THE CREED OF A NOVELIST is in sixteen pages, 64 X 34, 
black ink on white paper, bound in cream paper. It was 
issued by the John Lane Company to advertise ‘Theodore 
Dreiser’s book, 4 Hoosier Holiday, and is reprinted from 
The Smart Set for October, 1916. ‘There is a reproduc- 
tion of a drawing by Franklin Booth on the front inside 
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cover, and advertisements of Dreiser’s books on the back 
cover, inside and out. 


IRELAND AND Her Books is an eight-page booklet, issued 
by the John Lane Company to advertise E. A. Boyd’s 
Ireland’s Literary Renaissance. 64 X 34, in black ink on 
white paper. It is a reprint of a review written for the 
Baltimore Evening Sun. 1917. 


Mr. CABELL OF VIRGINIA is in a single sheet, folded as 
eight pages, 53 X 3%, in black ink on white paper, issued 
in 1918 by Robert M. McBride & Co., New York, to 
advertise Cabell’s books. Mencken’s article on Cabell, 
reprinted from The Smart Set, covers one side of the 
sheet (arranged in broadside style) and also pp. (4, 5); 
p. (8) carries the advertisement, and the first page is the 
title. 


‘TWELVE MEN, By THEODORE DREISER is a twenty-page 
pamphlet, 64 34, in black ink on cream paper. It was 
issued by Boni & Liveright to advertise the book and con- 
tains various reviews. Mencken’s is reprinted from the 


New York Sun. 1919. 


THE LITERARY CAPITAL OF THE UNITED STATES was an 
essay first published in the London Nation, April 17, 1920. 
In the same year it appeared in On American Books; and 
in the form of a pamphlet of twelve pages, in black ink 
on white paper, issued by the Chicago Daily News. 


Tue Frre-LANce Books is a folder in four pages, 
84 & 54, brown ink on yellow paper, issued in 1921, by 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, to advertise the series of 
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books of that name edited by Mencken. On the first 
page, with a double-rule box border, is his ‘‘blurb” for 
the books, signed in facsimile. 


A PERSONAL Worn is in sixteen pages, 6 X 34, black ink 
on white paper, headed on the first page by 4 Personal / 
Word by / H. L. Mencken, and signed in facsimile at 
the end. It was issued from New York in 1922, and 
tells of the editorial and business organization of The 
Smart Set. 


SPIRITUAL AUTOPSIES is a folder in six pages, 64 * 38, 
black ink on buff antique paper, issued in 1922 by Hough- 
ton Mifflin Company, Boston and New York, for adver- 
tising purposes. It reprints, from The Literary Review 
of the New York Evening Post, Mencken’s review of 
Gamaliel Bradford’s American Portraits: 1875-1900. 


‘SUGGESTIONS TO Our VisiTors is a folder in four pages, 
54 X 3, black ink on white paper; issued in 1923. “There 
are twenty-six numbered suggestions, on pp. (2, 3, 4). 


» The “brochure, privately printed, on the Battle of ‘Tan- 
nenberg,”’ mentioned in Pistols for Two, is imaginary. 


When Mencken and Nathan gave up the Smart Set, 
they announced their plans in a broadside letter, size 
53 X94, signed in facsimile. Announcing the founding 
of The American Mercury, Knopf issued a folder, in four 
pages, sizes 83 X 12%, beautifully printed, on the first 
and third pages, and decorated on the first. Later he is- 
sued another, in four pages, size 7 X 10, the front page in 
green and black, facsimile of the standard cover of the 
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magazine. While these may not be regarded exactly as 
Mencken pamphlets, they are literary curiosities in that 
class. 


The second, third, eighth, tenth, and twelfth of the 
pamphlets listed are those which undoubtedly attract a 
Mencken collector. | 


MENCKEN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
PERIODICALS 


VERSE 
Baltimore American, 1896 
Baltimore Morning Herald, 1899-1904 
Bookman, 1899 (under a pseudonym) 
Leslie’s Weekly, 1900-1904 
Life, 1899 
Smart Set, 1914-1918 (under pseudonyms) 
New England Magazine, 1900-1905 


BOOK REVIEWS 


American Mercury, 1924 

Baltimore Evening Sun, 1910 to date 

Baltimore Morning Herald, 1900-1904 
Baltimore Sun, 1906-1907 

Dial, 1917 to date. 

Forum, 1916 

Literary Review, 1920 to date 

New York Nation, 1921 to date 

New York Evening Post Literary Review, 1920-1923. 
New York Saturday Review of Literature, 1924 
New York Sun Literary Review, 1918 

New York Times Book Review, about 1911 
Smart Set, November, 1908, to December, 1923 


DRAMATIC CRITICISM 
Baltimore Evening Herald, 1905-1906 


q 
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Baltimore Morning Herald, 1902-1905 
Baltimore Sun, 1906-1910 


SHORT STORIES 
Criterion, 1900-1903 
Frank Leslie’s Popular Monthly, 1900, 1905 
London Idler, 1900-1904 
Red Book, about 1904 
Short Stories, 1900-1905 
Smart Set, 1914 ? 
Also newspaper syndicate storiettes, about 1902 


ARTICLES 
American Magazine, 1909 
American Mercury, 1924 
Atlantic Monthly, 1914, 1917 
Baltimore Evening Sun, 1900 to date 
Bohemian Magazine, 1911 
Century, 1921 
Delineator, 1908 
Frank Leslie’s Popular Monthly, about 1907 
Freeman, 1921 
London Nation, 1918-1920 
London Outlook, 1920 to date 
New Republic, 1920-1921 
New. York Nation, 1921-1923 
Reviewer, Richmond, 1921 
Seven Arts, 1917 
Smart Set, 1908 to date (sometimes under pseudonyms ) 
Southern Literary Magazine, 1923 
Yale Review, 1920 


APPRECIATION AND CRITICISM 
OF MENCKEN 


IN PERIODICALS 
Alliteraricus, pseud.: “To the Boche and the Pundit,” 
St. Louis Mirror, April 25, 1919. 


Alvares, Virginia Pereira: “La Literatura Americana y 
Sus Criticos — H. L. Mencken,” El Universal (Cara- 
cas), February I, 1921. 


Anonymous: ‘Verstandige Vrouwen,”’ Haagsche Post, 
September 22, 1923. 

Arvine, Newton: “The Role of Mr. Mencken,” Free- 
man, December 27, 1922. 


Bacon, Leonard: “Expressing Mr. Mencken,” New York 
Evening Post Literary Review, December 2, 1922. 


Bourne, Randolph: “H. L. Mencken,’ New Republic, 
November 24, 1917. 


Boyd, Ernest A.: “American Literature or Colonial ?” 
Freeman, March 17, 1920. 


Boyd, Ernest A.: “A Modern Reactionary,” London 
Athenaeum, May 14, 1920. 


Boynton, Percy H.: “American Literature and the Tart 
Set,” Freeman, April 17, 1920. 


Brie, Friedrich: “Die Jungamerikanische Bewegung,” 
Das Literarische Echo, May 15, 1922. 
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Cahan, Abraham: ““H. L. Mencken,” New York Daily 
Forward, May 26, 1918. 


Fitzgerald, F. Scott: “The Baltimore Anti-Christ,” Book- 
man, March, 1921. 


Goldberg, Isaac: “H. L. Mencken,” Life & Letters, 
_ Girard, Kansas, 1924. 

Goldberg, Isaac: ‘“Poe and Mencken,” Stratford Month- 
ly, Boston, May, 1924. 

Groan, John, et al: “Grateful Authors,” Reedy’s Mirror, 
St. Louis, December 25, 1919. 

Harris, Frank: ““American Values: Howe and Mencken,” 
Pearson’s Magazine, January, 1919. 

Harrold, Fred: “Mencken, Wielder of the Pitchfork,” 
Ohio State University Talisman, May, 1922. 
Henderson, Archibald: ‘‘Oases in the Desert,” Southern 
Literary Magazine, October, 1923. 

H(uxley), A(Idous): “American Criticism,’ London 
Athenaeum, January 2, 1920. 

Johnson, Gerald W.: “The Congo, Mr. Mencken,” Re- 
viewer, Richmond, Va., July, 1923. 

Kartkze, Georg: “Die Amerikanische Sprache,” Archiv 
fur das Studium der Neuren Sprachen und Literaturen, 
1922. 
Lippman, Walter: ‘“[he Near Machiavelli,” New Repub- 
lic. May 31, 1922. 

M., J.: “On Being Mencken,” Nation, October 25, 1922. 
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Mencken, H. L.: “H. L. Mencken,” Nation, December 
5, 1923. ; 

Mencken, H. L.: “Fifteen Years,’ Smart Set, December — 
1923. | 
McFee, William: ‘“Mencken and Menken, or the Gift 
of Tongues,’ Bookman, December, 1921. 


O’Sullivan, Vincent: “La Littérature Américaine,” Mer- 
cure de France, January 16, 1919. 


Parkhurst, Winthrop: ‘Prejudices,’ Dial, February, 
1920. 
Parshley, H. M.: ““H. L. Mencken,” American Review, 
1924. 
Prezzolini, Giuseppe: ‘Un Critico ed un Artista d’Amer- 
ica: Mencken e Dreiser,” Arte e Vita, Rome, July, 1923. 


Rascoe, Burton: ‘‘A Cantrip of Critics,” Shadowland, 
February, 1923. 


Rascoe, Burton: “Notes for an Epitaph,’ New York 
Evening Post Literary Review, March 4, 1922. 


(Rascoe, Burton): “The Literary Spotlight: H. L. 
Mencken,” Bookman, February, 1922. 


Ratcliffe, S. K.: “Mencken, an English Plaint,’’ New Re- 
public, May 31, 1922. 
Schaffauer, Herman George: ‘“Amerikanische Literatur 


der Gegenwart,” Deutsche Rundschau, February, 1921. 


Schonemann, Fr.: “Ein Moderner Amerikanischer Krit- 
iker,” Das Literarische Echo, February 15, 1921. 
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Schénemann, Fr.: “H. L. Mencken, ein Amerikanischer 
Kritiker und Satiriker,” Die Grenzboten, August 17, 
1921. 

Sherman, Stuart P.: “Mr. H. L. Mencken and the Jeune 
Fille,’ New York Times Book Review, December 7, 
1919. | 
Sherman, Stuart P.: ‘“Beautifying American Literature,” 
Nation, November 29, 1917. 

Smith, Lewis Worthington: “Mr. Mencken and the Joys 
of Romanticism,” Dearborn Independent, September 1, 
1923. 

Spingarn, J. E.: “American Criticism Today,” Nation, 
London, April 17, 1920. 

Untermeyer, Louis: “The Review’s the Thing,” Bell- 
man, July 15, 1916. 

Untermeyer, Louis: “A Preface to » Liberator, 
May, 1918. 


Untermeyer, Louis: ‘“The Heaven Above Storisende,”’ 
Broom, May, 1922. 

Van Doren, Carl: “H. L. Mencken, a Gadfly for De- 
mocracy,’ Century, March, 1923. 

Walpole, Hugh: “An Open Letter to H. L. Mencken,” 
Bookman, May 22, 1922. (‘‘Mr. Mencken Replies,” 
ibid., June, 1922.) 

Wilson, Edmund, Jr.: “Some Reviews of Job,” Dial, 
April, 1920. 

Wilson, Edmund, Jr.: “H. L. Mencken,” New Republic, 
June I, 1921. 


68 THE CENTAUR BIBLIOGRAPHIES 


Zulen, Pedro S.: “‘La Literatura Contemporanea en Es- 
tados Unidos,” Variedades, Lima, December 23, 1922. 


IN BOOKS 

Bechhofer, C. E.: The Literary Renaissance in America, 
William Heinemann, Ltd., London, 1923. 

Egan, Maurice Francis: Confessions of a Book Lover, 
Doubleday, Page & Co., New York, 1922; pp. 232-236. 
Frank, Waldo: Our America, Boni & Liveright, New 
York, 1919; pp. 192-193. 

Goldberg, Isaac: H. L. Mencken, Little Blue Books, 


Haldeman-Julius Company, Girard, Kansas, 1924. [Later 
to be extended into a full-sized book. | 


Hansen, Harry: Mid-West Portraits, Harcourt, Brace & 
Co., New York, 1923. 

Harris, Frank: Contemporary Portraits, Vol. IV. Bren- 
tano, New York, 1923. 

Hatteras, Owen: Pistols for Two, Alfred A. Knopf, New 
York, 1917; pp. 21-41. 

Jerome, Helen: The Secret of Women, Boni & Liveright, 
New York, 1923; Chapman & Hall, Ltd., London, 1923. 
Kerr, Alfred: New York und London, S. Fischer, Berlin, 
1923; pp. 86-88. | 
MacCollough, Martin: Letters on Contemporary Amer- 
ican Authors, The Four Seas Company, Boston, 1921. 


Markey, Gene: Literary Lights: a Book of Caricatures, 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1923; pp. 18 and 40. 
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Nathan, George Jean: ‘““H. L. Mencken,” in The Borzoi 
1920, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1920; pp. 34-36. 
(Nathan, George Jean): “H. L. Mencken,” in Pistols 
for Two, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1917; pp. 21-41. 
Pattee, Fred Lewis: Side Lights on American Literature, 
The Century Company, New York, 1922; pp. 56-97. 
Roda, Roda: Ein Fruhling in Amerika, Gunther Langes, 
Munich, 1924; pp. 124-125. 

Schaffauer, Herman George: Das Land Gottes, Paul 
Steegemann, Verlag, Hannover, 1923. 

Sherman, Stuart P.: Americans, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
New York, 1922; pp. I-12. 

Stewart, Donald Ogden: A Parody Outline of History, 
George H. Doran Company, New York, 1921; pp. 57-83. 
Van Doren, Carl: “Smartness and Light,” in Many 
Minds, A. A. Knopf, New York, 1924; pp. 120-135. 
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[a double rule] / H. L. MEeNcKEN / [a rule] Fanfare / 
By Burton Rascoe / ‘The American Critic / By Vincent 
O’Sullivan / Bibliography / By F. C. Henderson / [pub- 
lisher’s device| / New York Alfred * A ° Knopf 1920 / 
[a rule | 


CoLLATION : — Pp. 32, 74 K 42. Begins with a cal- 
endared leaf tipped on, not reckoned in pagination: 
halftone portrait, with legend Photograph by Meredith 
Janvier, and H. L. Mencken signed in facsimile, recto 
blank. Pp. (1, 2): title-page as above; verso blank — 
no copyright notice. Pp. 3 to 15: the Rascoe article. 
Pp. 16 to 20: the O’Sullivan article. Pp. 21 to 32: 
the Henderson Bibliography. Illustrations, on calen- 
dared paper, tipped on, and not reckoned in pagination: 
— opposite p. 14: line reproduction of title-page of 
Ventures into Verse; opposite p. 20: halftone repro- 
duction From a Pencil Drawing (portrait of Menck- 
en) by Willem Wirtz; opposite p. 24: The Subcon- 
scious Mencken, halftone reproduction of a caricature, 
An Inductive Synthesis by McKee Barclay. — 


Issued in old rose red laid paper, practically uniform with 
Pistols for Two. Black lettering on the front cover: 
H. L. Mencken / [a double rule]. Fanfare / By Burton 
Rascoe / The American Critic / By Vincent O’Sullivan 
/ Bibliography / By F. C. Henderson. Nothing on the 
backbone. Publisher’s monogranf in black on the back 
cover. 

This was issued by Knopf by way of publicity, and the 
edition was quickly exhausted. 
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